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them the catechism set forth in the Book of Common Prayer. And all fathers, mothers, masters, and mistresses, shall cause their children, servants, and apprentices, which have not learned the catechism, to come to the church at the time appointed, obediently to hear, and to he ordered by the minister until they have learned the same. And if any minister neglect his duty herein, let him be sharply reproved upon the first complaint, and true notice thereof given to the Bishop or Ordinary of the place. If after submitting himself he shall willingly offend therein again, let him be suspended. If so the third time, there being little hope that he will be therein reformed; then excommunicated, and so remain until he be reformed. And likewise if any of the said fathers, mothers, masters, or mistresses, children, servants, or apprentices, shall neglect their duties, as the one sort in not causing them to come, and the other in refusing to learn, as aforesaid; let them he suspended by their Ordinaries (if they be not children,) and if they so persist by the space of a month, then let them be excommunicated.
And by the Rubric : The curate of every parish shall diligently upon Sundays and holy days, after the second lesson at evening prayer, openly in the church instruct and examine so many children of his parish sent unto him, as he shall think convenient, in some part of the catechism. And all fathers and mothers, masters and dames, shall cause their children, servants, and apprentices (who have not learned their catechism) to come to the church at the rime appointed, and obediently to hear, and be ordered by the curate, until such time as they have learned all that therein is appointed for them to learn. That part of the Church Catechism which treats of the sacraments, is not in the 2nd nor 6th of Edward VI., but was drawn up by Bishop Overall, and added in the beginning of the reign of King James I. at the conference at Hampton Court. Gibs. 375.
In the office of Public Baptism, the minister directs the godfathers and godmothers to take care, that the child be brought to the Bishop to be confirmed by him, so soon as he or she can say the creed, the LORD'S Prayer, and tJie ten commandments in the vulgar tongue, and be further instructed in the Church Catechism set forth for that purpose.